RAIN BARRELS

A rain barrel is a containment system connected to a downspout that collects rain water from
the roof to store for later use. Collected rainwater can be used around the outside of the
home for watering gardens, lawns, and even car washing.

BENEFITS

Stormwater that is not absorbed
becomes runoff. Collecting
fertilizers, pesticides, trash, and
other pollutants before entering
public waterways.

Rain barrels are a great way to
reduce runoff and collect
stormwater for later use.

Stored water can be used to
water your plants, clean off
patios, and wash off outdoor
tools. It can even help save on
your water bill!

In fact, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has
stated that using water for
outdoor chores can account for
as much as 40% of your water use
in the summer.
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DURING AN AVERAGE SUMMER RAIN SHOWER (1INCH

OF RAIN] YOUR ROOF MAY DRAIN OVER 600 GALLONS

DID YOU KNOW? OF WATER ACROSS THE SHINGLES, INTO THE GUTTERS
AND DOWN THROUGH THE DOWNSPOUTS.

RAIN BARRELS PAIR WELL WITH OTHER STORMWATER PRACTICES

e Connecting multiple rain barrels together, also known as a daisy chain, is a great way to increase
storage capacity.

CONNECT TO A RAIN GARDEN

* Rain gardens can also be connected to rain barrels via the overflow. The overflow is typically
trenched and buried to prevent tripping hazards. Rain barrels and rain garden projects can be
connected at any time, they do not need to be installed at the same time.

CONNECT TO PERMEABLE PAVERS

* And last but not least, permeable paver projects. Connecting rain barrels with a paver projects help
to control stormwater. Water is directed into the barrel, once the barrel is full or the diverter set to
bypass the water will be directed through the overflow to the paver’s storage or base layer.

MAINTENANCE

Properly maintaining your rain barrel is key to the functionality and longevity of the barrel.

e Weekly and after each rain event, it is important to drain the
barrel, clean the filter, and check the inlet and overflow
connections.

Before the first freeze of the season, the barrel should be
properly winterized. To do this, turn the diverter to bypass and
drain the barrel leaving the spigot open to prevent water from
collecting inside the barrel causing it to freeze, swell and crack
the barrel.

After the last frost of the season, before setting the barrel to

collect:

- Clean the gutters to reduce the amount of leaves and
sediment that can accumulate in the filter
Check the base is level
Clean out or pressure wash the inside of the barrel if needed.
After prepping the barrel and site, set the
diverter to collect and close the spigot to
begin collecting water.

LEARN MORE AND EXPLORE DIY RESOURCES AT
ALLIANCEFORTHEBAY.ORG/RAINBARRELS



